CHAPTEE XIX.

A WINTER IK HOME, AND TWO SUMMEES IN THE ALPS.

IN the early summer of 1847, when the end of the
sessions of the Geological and other Societies was approach-
ing, Murchison began seriously to cast about for fresh fields
and pastures new.    A trip to Cambridge, to visit "Whewell,
and see the fossil treasures of the Woodwardian museum,
then recently arranged by M'Coy, under Sedgwick's super-
vision, suggested no new outlet for him in British geology.
Subsequently, during a short stay in Paris, where among his
old scientific friends he met the veteran Von Buch, it was
agreed that he should make one of a party to attend the
ensuing meeting of the Scienziati Italiani at Venice, and to
do some Alpine geology by the way.    Out of this proposal
there gradually grew a much more extensive plan.    Lady
Murchison had not been very well since her fever at Tours.
For her sake a change of scene seemed eminently desirable,
and thus in the end it was resolved to let the house in.
Belgrave Square, and go abroad for a year or more.     In
accordance with the geological part of the plan, the eastern
Alps would first be visited on the way to Venice.    Then acommends me to stand
